
MANIFESTO OF SUPPORT

Attac-Acordem, Ecologistes en Acció, Enginyeria sense Fronteres, la Federació d’Assocacions de 
Veïns i Veïnes de Barcelona i la Xarxa Nova Cultura de l’Aigua, members of the Plataforma Aigua 
és Vida and in representation of social, neighbourhood, cooperation and ecologist organizations, 
submit proves of presumed penal offences of high level decision makers from the Barcelona City 
Council, the Àrea Metropolitana de Barcelona (AMB) and the multinational AGBAR – SUEZ, 
within the purview of water management.

This demand is presented in the frame of water defence as a fundamental right to life, as United 
Nations proclaimed last 2010, along with the preservation of a proper ecological condition of the 
water sources.

Given that water is a human right and universal access to it must be guaranteed, and also due to the 
fact that water is a basic public service, not a commodity, its management should remain out of 
market logics and private interests. Because water is a common good for humans living today, but 
also for the future generations, it is essential to guarantee the good condition of Catalonia's water 
masses and environmental water flows. Because we all take part on it and we all benefit from it, 
civil participation results indispensable for a good water management and an opportunity to build 
committed societies. Since we are citizens, not customers that feed private business, we are users 
that share accountability on a basic public service. Because water is transparent just as its 
management must be, access to information related with water services is indispensable for a sound 
and efficient management, it is also a guarantee for the users and a duty for water managers.
We want quality, and we want public management of public services, where the goal is not 
profit-making but improving the service, where benefits are reinvested on improving quality or 
used to reach fair water fares. Because water is life, it is a basic and indispensable requirement to 
reach environmental and human dignity. 

Unfortunately Catalonia endures a strengthening of the mercantilist view over water issues,
encouraged mainly by AGBAR, subsidiary of French multinational SUEZ, with complete
connivance of political officers. The rejection that SUEZ raises throughout the world is well known, 
with social mobilizations and termination of contracts in Buenos Aires (Argentina), Cordova 
(Argentina), La Paz and El Alto (Bolivia), Atlanta (USA), Paris (France), etc. or strong opposition 
in Huelva and Murcia (Spain), El Saltillo (Mexico), Johannesburg (South Africa), Jakarta 
(Indonesia) or Manila (Philippines), among many others.

This rejection is the result of the negative impacts caused by the switch from the model of public 
service vocation for the citizenship to a model that maximizes profits for shareholders and 
executives. A seek for profit obtained by: reducing investments; diminishing maintenance of 
facilities; personnel reductions; increasing fares; opaque subcontracts to sister companies; and 
over-exploiting and deteriorating the ecological condition of our rivers and aquifers.
In short, a loss both in service and environmental quality, an absolute misgoverning and a 
disproportionate increase of fares, as they will include, amongst others, corporate profits. We are 
experiencing these impacts with the recent privatization of Aigües Ter Llobregat (ATLL) awarded to 
ACCIONA.
 
Here in Catalonia we have seen not only privatisation processes, but also examples of illegitimate 
management. Thus, on October the 5th 2010, a court decision exposed the absolute deregulation in 
Barcelona's home water service. The sentence concluded that “there is no legal award for the 
service nor there is a contract” between AGBAR and the municipality. This fact has major 
economic, social and environmental consequences for the whole population, since “the activity of 



AGBAR as water provider is illegitimate”, and therefore “the price that Societat d'Aigües de 
Barcelona charges to the population of Barcelona is illegal”.
The sentence asserts that we are facing “a generalised fail of procedure guarantees that assist 
service users”. In front of such a defenceless situation of the citizenship, several organizations 
claimed the local administrators of the AMB to resolve the “legal vacuum” in the provision of this 
basic service, and requested the documents that certify this service provision. The public 
administrators haven't answered this claim and when they did, they did not provide any reliable 
evidence to prove the legality of the home water service provided by AGBAR.

In contrast, last November 6th, 2012, the AMB's Metropolitan Council approved the creation of a 
new public service called Integral Water Cycle, and awarded it, with no public franchising 
procedure at all, to AGBAR, leaving the company's irregular situation unsolved. The process itself 
evidenced that another twenty townships could be in the same situation: Badalona, Castelldefels, 
Cerdanyola del Vallès, Cornellà de Llobregat, Esplugues de Llobregat, Gavà, l’Hospitalet de 
Llobregat, Montcada i Reixac, Montgat, Sant Adrià de Besòs, San Boi de Llobregat, Sant Climent 
de Llobregat, Sant Feliu de Llobregat, Sant Just Desvern, Sant Joan Despí, Santa Coloma de 
Gramenet i Viladecans. Thus, this situation would affect not only the 1.620.943 citizens of 
Barcelona, but the 3.239.337 inhabitants of the Metropolitan Area of Barcelona.

In front of such deplorable facts, the evasive demeanour of the administration, the defenceless 
situation of the citizenship and the complete subordination and connivance of the political officers 
and private interests, to the point of acting against General Interest, the diverse organizations 
conforming the Plataform Aigua és Vida have presented a report to the Anticorruption Prosecutor's 
Office for a possible malfeasance made presumably by the Barcelona City Council and the Area 
Metropolitana de Barcelona, and a possible offence of illicit appropiation made by the company 
AGBAR.

The Platform Aigua és Vida works to achieve public management of water, based on civil 
participation, transparency and social control, and denounces the processes of commodification 
and privatization of water which breaches the general interest of the population and the concept of 
water as a common good, a human right and a basic service.


